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Stour Music 2022
Hold on to your hats - we have really pushed the
boat out to celebrate Stour Music’s 60th anniversary
and hope that founder Alfred Deller will be smiling
down on us.

For a start, three short
operas - by Rameau,
Handel and Purcell.
Rameau is rare to hear
in this country so the
chamber-length version
of Castor et Pollux is a
real opportunity.
Acis & Galatea is a firm favourite and it’s a pleasure
to welcome for the first time the Edinburgh-based
Dunedin Consort, whose Prom appearances and
pioneering recordings on Linn have made such an
impression. Their dream solo team includes Nicholas
Mulroy as Acis and everyone’s favourite villain,
Christopher Purves, as the giant Polypheme.
Further first-timers include the four
natural trumpets of Spiritato in a
programme with the Marian Consort
that ‘inspired Bach’; The Swingles
(how have they never been before?)
in a delightful trademark hour of
swingling; Musica Secreta whose
all-female soundworld of

60th Anniversary

16th-century convents is changing
how we think about Renaissance
sacred music: and in a steamy
Argentinian twist, Tango Siempre
with a pair of fabulous Tango
dancers. We also welcome BBC
Radio 3 to record further Stour
debutants, The Consone Quartet
(Mozart & Schubert).

Closing the festival, Purcell’s The Indian Queen with its
menagerie of hissing snakes, croaking toads and high
tenors.
Please join us for our
extravagant opening concert
- Tudor Night - a speciallycommissioned collaboration
of different groups: the
voices of Fieri Consort, the
double reeds and brass of
The City Musick, virginals,
viols, lutes - a proper ‘Broken Consort’ (that’s a good
thing) plus dancers. Come early and you may see a
juggler or two - or be accompanied from the car park
by a pipe & tabor. We also have an invigorated bar
with local sparkling wines.
But mostly come for the
sheer joy of live music
on our 60th birthday!

Robert Hollingworth
Festival Director

Friday 17th June, 7.30pm

Tudor Night

Singers, dancers,
jugglers, players

A truly luxuriant gathering

of an improbably large ensemble
of players: a show specially
designed for Stour Music by
William Lyons to blow away all the
annoyance of the last two years.
Singers, dancers, shawms, sackbuts,
viols, lutes, flutes, bandora,
cittern, virginals, bagpipes, hurdy
gurdy: who would miss such an
extraordinary event?
Hear English music for court,
theatre, masque, great hall and
private music room by the famous
and feted musicians of the Golden
Age including William Byrd,
Orlando Gibbons, Thomas Morley, Tickets: £30,
John Wilbye, Alfonso Ferrabosco £23 (numbered
& reserved)
and Anthony Holborne.
£16 (unreserved)

The City Musick
Fieri Consort
Steven Player & Mary Collins dancers
Sponsored by The John Swire (1989) Charitable Trust

10pm Late Night Extra

Night’s Black Bird

Nancy Cole mezzo-soprano
Jacob Heringman lute
Susanna Pell, Reiko Ichise,
Lynda Sayce, Liam Byrne,
Sam Stadlen viols

A perfect end to an extraordinary evening:

an intense hit of John Dowland’s art - in songs and
works for viols that embody English melancholy.
‘Flow my teares’ and ‘In darkness let me dwell’ could
never have been heard in a more apt setting than a
medieval church as the light fades and candles are lit
‘to banish heavy sleep’.

Nancy
Cole

Sponsored by James Bowman
& Terry Winwood

Jacob
Heringman

Tickets: £15 (numbered & reserved)
£12 (unreserved)

Saturday 18th June, 7.15pm
(note start time)

Rameau
Castor et Pollux

UK premiere of the 1737 version

An ageless story of the twin brothers’
journey from death to eternal life set to some
of Baroque opera’s most colourful music…
Don’t miss this chance to hear a starry cast as
they bring to life the highlights of Rameau’s
sublime score.
Sponsored by Keith Wallace

Choir and Orchestra
of the Rameau Project
Rory Carver Castor
Jack Lawrence-Jones Pollux
Hilary Cronin Télaïre
Galina Averina Phébé
Jenni Harper Vénus
Jonathan Williams conductor
Tickets: £30, £23 (numbered & reserved)
£16 (unreserved)

9.30pm Late Night Extra

(note start time)
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The Swingles
Open with

Tickets: £15 (numbered & reserved)
£12 (unreserved)

The Swingles make their Stour debut with
a celebration of almost six decades of vocal
artistry. The five-time Grammy-winning group
shot to fame in 1960s Paris swinging the music
of J.S. Bach. This programme shines a spotlight
on those early arrangements, pairing them with
the lush harmonies of Sixties pop and the jazz
sounds that shaped founder Ward Swingle’s
musical viewpoint, alongside classical pieces
reimagined from a 21st-century perspective.
Sponsored by Paul & Janet Batchelor

Sunday 19th June, 3pm

Inspiring Bach

‘High-quality
entertainment’
BBC Radio 3

Music from the soul of
the 17th Century
Dynamic baroque ensemble Spiritato
makes its Stour debut (along with the Marian
Consort) with a thrilling performance of music
and composers admired by J.S.Bach himself.
These large-scale, uplifting works composed
after the trauma of the Thirty Years War
have a remarkable resonance today. This is
music from the very soul of the 17th Century,
crowned with soaring melodies and the
glorious sound of four trumpets and drums.
Sponsored by Diane Hume

The Marian Consort / Spiritato
Johann Pachelbel
Gott sei uns gnädig
Sebastian Knüpfer
Die Turteltaube lässt sich hören
Johann Christoph Bach
Es erhub sich ein Streit
Johann Sebastian Bach
Christ lag in Todes Banden BWV 4

Tickets: £30, £23 (numbered & reserved)
£16 (unreserved)

Friday 24th June, 7.30pm

Consone Quartet

BBC New Generation Artists
Mozart String Quartet no. 22 KV589

rarely performed early quartet by Schubert, which
he played in the family home, alongside his father
and brothers.

Sponsored by The Rothermere Foundation

Schubert String Quartet in B flat major D.112
Two short works by the winner of the
National Centre for Early Music’s 2022
Young Composer Award.
The Consone Quartet is the first period

instrument string quartet to be selected as BBC
New Generation Artists. In association with
Radio 3 and the Young Composers Award, held
annually at the National Centre for Early Music
in York, the quartet will perform short works by
the two competition winners, alongside one of
Mozart’s “Prussian Quartets”. Dedicated to
the King of Prussia, who was a talented cellist,
these quartets feature prominent and virtuosic
cello parts. The programme will close with a

Agata Daraškaite, Magdalena Loth-Hill violin
Elitsa Bogdanova viola
George Ross cello
Tickets: £30, £23 (numbered & reserved)
£16 (unreserved)
This concert will be recorded by the BBC.

10pm Late Night Extra

Musica Secreta

Mother, Sister, Daughter.
Sacred music from convents

The soundworld of the all-female ensembles

that sang in Renaissance convents is a lost world
to most of us - yet it would actually have been
more familiar to a passing 16th century listener
than much of what we do listen to today. The
pioneering group, Musica Secreta, recreates this
texture with music honouring the Blessed Virgin
Mary and communities of sisters in early modern
Europe - and music by Leonora d’Este, Marguerite
of Navarre and Joanna Marsh.

Sponsored by Martin & Caroline Goodier
Tickets: £15 (numbered & reserved)
£12 (unreserved)

Saturday 25th June, 7.30pm

Handel
Acis & Galatea
Love, jealousy, tragedy, transfiguration

- Acis & Galatea has it all. It’s no surprise that
Handel’s ‘little opera’, as he called it, was his most
popular stage work during his lifetime and would
become the prototype for the English oratorio,
which earned Handel such fame in the latter part
of his career. Performed by Dunedin Consort (on
their first visit to Stour) in the original ‘Cannons’
version with solo-voice choruses: ‘utterly magic’.
Gramophone

Sponsored by James & Jane Loudon

Dunedin Consort

Nicholas Mulroy Acis
Rachel Redmond Galatea
Christopher Purves Polyphemus
Anthony Gregory Damon
Nicholas Scott Corridon
John Butt Director
Tickets: £30, £23 (numbered & reserved)
£16 (unreserved)

10pm Late Night Extra

Tango Siempre
(Tango Encounters)

Tango is an encounter between the cultures of
continents, and in microcosm between two people
united in dance. ‘Tango Encounters’ presents
Argentine tango music and dance ranging from
the golden age of the 1930s and 40s to the intense
nuevo tango of Astor Piazzolla and beyond. The
Tango Siempre company have previously appeared
in the West End show Midnight Tango, BBC
Strictly Come Dancing, The One Show, Zingzillas,
ITV Surprise Surprise, Radio 3 In Tune and the
Classic Brit Awards.
Sponsored by Gilbert Holbourn

Emma Blanco violin
Julian Rowlands bandoneon
Jonathan Taylor piano
Rory Dempsey double bass
Alexandra Wood &
Guillermo Torrens dancers
“Here is the tango, raw,
intoxicating, speaking
with its true voice.”
- Financial Times
Tickets: £15
(numbered & reserved)
£12 (unreserved)

Sunday 26th June, 3pm

Purcell
The Indian Queen
My Heart is inditing
Remember not, Lord

Stour Festival Choir & Orchestra
Robert Hollingworth conductor

Emma
Walshe
Soprano

Rebecca Christopher Andrew
Lea
Bowen
Tortise
Soprano
Tenor
Tenor

Jonathan
Brown
Bass

Much postponed but finally here a celebratory afternoon’s Purcell. The searing
a cappella entrée (‘an intensely dissonant hit’) is
followed by a crisp Coronation Anthem whose
‘French’ style is nonetheless instilled with a sense
of England’s musical past. The plat principal is
our third opera this year - Purcell’s rarely heard
Indian Queen with its sorcerers, implausible South
American plot, croaking toads, hissing snakes and show tunes: ‘I attempt from love’s sickness’,
‘We the spirits of the air’ and the tremendous ‘You
twice ten hundred deities’. The Stour tradition
of the final concert is of itself a phenomenon,
all thrown together on the day like a musical
omelette, with good humour and a renewed joy in
being able to perform together at all.
Sponsored by Stephen Bann
Tickets: £30, £23 (numbered & reserved)
£16 (unreserved)

Stour Festival Company Limited

This is a non-profit making organisation, established

Boughton Aluph Church

to support Stour Music in its efforts to provide an
annual festival of international quality in East Kent. The
Company has benefited over the years from a number of
legacies, and patrons are encouraged to consider making
provision in their Will for a bequest to be made to Stour
Music, to help
with the everincreasing costs
of maintaining the
festival. Details
may be obtained
from the Friends’
Secretary (see
below).
Registered Charity No.238476

The Friends of Stour Music

In the absence of any public funding, this organisation
provides a vital source of income support for the festival.
For a minimum donation of £30pa, Friends are the
first to receive the festival brochure, and have a priority
booking period, allowing them first choice of the best
seats available. In addition, they are notified of any special
fringe events throughout the year, and invited to the
annual AGM party, when the Director reveals his plans
for the following year’s festival.
If you’d like to be a friend please visit:
https://www.stourmusic.org.uk/friends or contact:
The Friends’ Secretary, 87, Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford
TN25 5ED friends@stourmusic.org.uk

Supper in the Festival Marquee

The caterers this year will again be offering a choice

of delicious main-course dishes and desserts, as well as
cheese plates and coffee, at two separate sittings.
Meals must be ordered and paid for in advance using
the booking form which can be downloaded from
https://www.stourmusic.org.uk/food.

Boughton Aluph Church

All concerts during the festival take place in this

beautiful Pilgrim church, set in the heart of the Kent
countryside. The church is located just off the A28, about
4 miles from Ashford (Exit 9 from M20) and 10 miles
from Canterbury. There are yellow Stour Music signs on
the main Ashford to Canterbury road to direct traffic to
the church and car park.
Postcode TN25 4EU

www.stourmusic.org.uk for a downloadable map.

Disabled Access & Parking

The rural nature of its location means that access
to the church for disabled patrons is not easy, and
caution is advised. The ground in the car park fields can
be uneven, and there is a short but steep path down from
the marquee field and also leading up into the churchyard.
Disabled parking will be provided at the top of the main
car park field,as close as possible to the entrance to
the Festival Marquee. (Severely disabled people can be
dropped off at the top of the lane at the entrance to the
churchyard, and then cars parked in the normal manner.)
There is level wheelchair access to the church via the
South door, or by use of a ramp at the North door.
St John Ambulance personnel will be on hand to give
assistance where required.

Booking arrangements
Tickets

* We are using TicketSource again this year as our online

and telephone Box Office. When booking online, you will
be sent an e-ticket with your booking confirmation; please
bring this with you to the concert.
* Stour Music Friends have a Priority Booking period until
General Booking opens on Friday 8th April.
* There will also be a box office for tickets (purchase only)
on the day. This will be located at the entrance to the festival
marquee, and will be open 45 minutes before the start of
each concert.
* Wheelchair spaces are available throughout the three price
code areas. Please select one of these chairs when booking
online or indicate to the ticket source team when booking
by telephone.
* Concessions: 10% discount when booking for 6 concerts
or more. Children under 16 half-price for all concerts.
* Please note, tickets cannot be exchanged or money
refunded.

General Booking
Opens on Friday 8th April

Tickets may be purchased online at:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/stour-music

General Enquiries

Contact Stour Music Secretary
Tel: 07971 642154
9, Studio Close, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN24 9DH
secretary@stourmusic.og.uk www.stourmusic.org.uk
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Or call the Box Office on 0333 666 4466

(please note there is an additional £1.80 charge when
booking via telephone).

Box Office Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9am - 7:30pm Saturday: 9am - 5pm
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make changes without prior notice, where unforeseen
circumstances dictate.
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